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Underground 


Two outstanding European refugees in 
America, who are famous for their work 
with the underground movements against 
the Nazis and Fascists, have recently made 
charges against the American government. 
These charges are of high significance to 
every thinking Christian citizen. Paul 
Hagen, author of the best seller “Will Ger- 
many Crack?” and Bruno Zevi, Italian anti- 
fascist editor, recently appearing at an im- 
portant dinner gathering in Washington 
where Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt also spoke, 
charged that our government has refused 
to aid or even to recognize the great under- 
ground movements working for European 
liberation. 

Zevi told the audience that “my German 
friends will note that the United Nations 
have given little help to the underground.” 
He described the plight of men like Hagen 
and himself by saying that they “have been 
placed in almost a useless position and have 
been forbidden to carry on the work we 
have carried on for years.” He told his 
audience that the story of “our disillusion- 
ment cannot be told here, but that so far 
the underground democratic forces in Italy 
and Germany have been checked and im- 
mobilized by the United Nations!!” 

Paul Hagen, at a press conference prior 
to the dinner, told reporters that he and his 
associates had received “absolutely no en- 
couragement” from the State Department 
and from Col. Donovan’s Office of Strategic 
Services. While Hagen did not want to 
discuss in detail his relations with govern- 
ment officials, he did tell reporters that 
while no arrangements had been made by 
government agencies for aiding the German 
underground, other Germans, with unsavory 
connections, had been publicly welcomed and 
had received assistance. He commented 
that “a background as a good solid conserv- 
ative or as a former member of the Nazi 
Party seems to be no obstacle.” 

The deductions to be made from these 
authentic statements are the same as those 
Between the Lines has been reporting for 
months. Our State Department and War 
Department have, to a dangerous degree, 
sold out to special interests. The under- 
ground movements in Europe are chiefly of 
the common people and the workers. While 
the President and Vice President have play- 
ed the game of winning the political support 
of labor by mouthing the labor men’s needs 
and creeds, the State and War Departments 
have put over a double play by giving the 
green light to big business and labor hating 
monopolies. In other words, the liberation 
of Europe must be accomplished by the 
right people at 6% interest and 10% profit. 


Japanese-American Honored 


A Japanese-American student, evacuated 
from the University of Washington to Ober- 
lin College, has just been elected president 


of the student council. This action on the 
part of American students points the way 
toward continuing peaceful and just reloca- 
tion and rehabilitation of Americans of Jap- 
anese descent. 


Things to Remember 


WHILE AMERICAN PAPERS are silent, British newspapers are full of heartbreaking 
discussion concerning the awful, irrefutable fact that thousands of innocent workers 
and women and children are being killed all over Europe by the bombs dropped on them 
in the name of “liberation”. The British papers are full of it because every English 
citizen can hear the roar of frantic protests sweeping up over Holland, Belgium, France 
and Norway, protests so sharp and bitter that we may be sure they will sev erely affect 
the affairs of the peace table. While censorship prevents the American public from 
hearing any of this storm of heart- rending protest, English papers argue to the effect 
that it is American bombs that kill the innocent while British bombs fall only upon 
the guilty! 

AMERICAN SYNTHETIC RUBBER specialists are finding that the United States can pro- 
duce synthetic rubber for 14¢ a pound and later it will be 10¢ or 1l¢ a pound. We 
paid the Dutch and British rubber barons 20¢ to 40¢ a pound yet there is a powerful 
group in Washington (backed by you know who) which says it has secured Uncle 
Sam’s promise that he will scrap or convert his new billion dollar synthetic rubber 
industry and go back to the monopoly held for eastern crude rubber. 

IF YOU WANT to know how history will grade today’s world leadership, keep in mind 
the fact that Russia is the only great power which has managed, thus far, to avoid 
war on two fronts. While we Americans stumbled into two great wars simultaneously, 
without having prepared for either, the Russians manoeuvered with such dexterity that 
they have held Japan at arm’s length while they are concentrating on the German in- 
vaders. 

THE RUSSIANS ARE suspicious. Why not? Most of us have forgotten but Russians 
remember what happened after the war of 1914-18. At that time, while Russia was 
swept by civil wars, revolution and famine, British and French troops intervened in 
an attempt to overthrow that same regime which rules Russia today. The Russians 
do not forget that Churchill was an active supporter of that intervention and that 
Woodrow Wilson refused to listen to Lenin’s peace proposals in 1919. Nor have they 
forgotten that the American government ostracized Soviet Russia for a period of 
sixteen years. 

A NEW POLITICAL party in England is showing signs of significant strength. It stands 
for a complete reconstruction, because of changes brought about by the war, of English 
society on new principles, the abolition of the individual profit motive as the main 


driving force in our society, public ownership of productive resources, and renunciation 
of imperialism. 


Nothing to Say 


According to reports of an ace New York journalist, the resigning sub-officials of 
our government censors (OWI) have stated openly that, “It is impossible for us, 
under those who now control our output, to tell the full truth... The activities of 
the OWI on the home front are now dominated by high pressure promoters who prefer 
slick salesmanship to honest information. These promoters treat, as stupid and reluctant 
customers, the men and women of the United States.” 

There are several all-important national or international conferences which have 
recently been or are now being held the happenings of which the citizen has every 
right to know. His life in the future may be drastically influenced by what is now 
being said or done. But, no, the gag is on. 

Freedom of speech is still yours, Mr. Citizen, but the catch is that you aren’t going 
to be allowed to have anything to talk about. 


Demonstration 


This is a note to the folks who say they don‘t feel the race question in America 
is any different than it has ever been: 

In Detroit an outpouring of Detroit citizens, both negro and white (negro pre- 
dominantly) to demonstrate their opposition to discrimination in housing and jobs, was 
the fruit of a mighty effort of the labor committee of the local branch of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the inter-racial committee of 
the United Auto Workers CIO. Over 10,000 persons congregated in Cadillac Square, 
after more than half that number had marched and driven for five miles through city 
streets, to hear rousing speeches by Walter Reuther, vice ee of the UAW-CIO; 
Leonard Smith, vice president of the Michigan cio Council ; i Je McClendon, 
president of the Detroit N.A.A.C.P.; Rev. Charles Hill, chairman ” the negro Citizens 
Committee for Jobs in War Industry ; and Col. George Strong of the Air Corps. The 
meeting adopted a “Cadillac Charter” calling for fair and just treatment of all racial, 
religious and nationality groups. 

The paraders carried banners which included these slogans: 
Let’s Work Together,” “Upgrade Negro Men,” “Employ Negro Women,” “Bullets and 
Bombs are Color-blind,” “Free India Too.” The parade was livened by several bands, 
a corps of drum majorettes and uniformed civilian corps. 

Now remember, this was not a throng of ignorant, slovenly field hands. These 
people were, for the most part, college and university graduates and trained craftsmen, 
led by skilled, talented leaders . . . and there were ten thousand of them! Suppose 
they were hungry! 


“We Fight Together, 
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The Pope or Stalin? 


One secret undercurrent that is having a_strong influence on 
shaping the post-war world is the pressure the Vatican is putting on 
for the survival of a strong Germany after the war. In spite of 
all the propaganda and official pronouncements from Washington 
and London concerning “unconditional surrender” , “dividing, disarm- 
ing and dismantling the German states” etc., we had better expect 
that the voice of the Pope will have, in the end, a greater weight of 
influence than the smaller-minded, raucous type of thinking that 
inevitably wins the ascendency during the days of battle. 

Of course it is readily seen that the Pope’s interest is concerned 
with the future influence of Soviet Russia upon Catholic Europe. 
The Pope knows that the Russian communists haven’t changed as 
much as our propaganda boys in Washington have been trying to 
tell us. The Pope has one thing very much in common with Stalin. 
They are both realists and know much more dependably what the 
other fellow is liable to do than we realize. The Pope knows Stalin, 
like Pilate, while washing his hands in public of any responsibility 
for the activities of the world communist revolutionary party (The 
Third International), will at the same time secretly touch off the 
fuse that will explode the long-built-up communist programs through- 
out Europe. Stalin has said that the Russian armies will not invade 
Germany or Europe but he has not said anything about curtailing 
and restraining the Moscow supported activities of the communists 
in Germany, France and elsewhere (including America), which are 
‘now primed to the highest point of activity in history. 

In turn, Stalin knows that the Pope would do anything possible 
to sabotage Russia and Soviet strength. It is no doubt true that 
the vacillating duplicities of policy in Washington and London will 
be forced eventually to fix their intentions somewhat closely to one 
or another of these firm centers of opposition. 


Boomerang 

Vice President Henry Wallace came back from South America 
a wiser and more cautious man. . As you may remember, he has 
been most outspoken in Washington in voicing the belief ‘that the 
Russian system is rapidly being moderated to come more closely to 
our own capitalistic system and that we are rapidly evolving toward 
some measure of their revolutionary aims. The general Wallace 
theme was that “under the skin, Bolsheviks and Americans are 
brothers”. 

Under these banners Mr. Wallace took a six weeks tour of 
Catholic Latin America and it is being said quietly and authorita- 
tively in Washington that the Vice President’s ears were burned 
crisply on several occasions when he pulled up his chair to Catholic- 
minded South American officials and said “Now, amigos mios, tell 
us what you feel about things up north.” They told him all right. 

Mr. Wallace doesn’t want it reported but the one thing he found 
the South Americans didn’t like the most about North America was 
Henry Wallace and what he had been saying about Russia. It is 
all together a nice little picture of “Washington planning.” It seems 
that some years ago the old maestro of the White House said, 
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“Henry, why don’t you study Spanish and sort of head up ~ * 
in our efforts to develop better Latin American relations?” 
Henry heaved to and studied Spanish. Then, later the White orm 
said, “Henry, a lot of folks don’t love the Soviet the way we want 
them to. Now you lead off in getting the American public attitude 
a little more sympathetic to what Comrade Stalin is doing.” (It is 
said off the record that the President had thought of asking Henry 
to study Russian, but someone tipped him off as to how Henry’s 
Spanish sounds to a Latin.) So now it is clear that our chief pro- 
ponent of Latin American relations has been busy doing those things 
that Catholic Latin Americans despise most. 

We understand Henry Wallace is an expert on boomerangs. We 
don’t doubt it. 


Friendly Sharing 


For some time a very important transition has been under way 
concerning the relation of American foreign investments. The con- 
fiscation of American oil properties by the Mexican government ex- 
ploded the situation before the world gaze. For years, like other 
imperialistic investments, American companies had gone into under- 
developed, foreign areas and, by political pressure and often outright 
bribery and piracy, had gained profitable and sometimes scandalous 
concessions. 

In the sweep of the world wide economic revolution, this situa- 
tion is changing, in this hemisphere as well as elsewhere. We have 
reported to you from time to time about the situation of American 
oil companies in Venezuela that is being looked upon as a test case 
by maimy Svuth American states which have American investments 
and operators within their boundaries. Will the people of Vene- 
zuela, as they awaken to the injustice and inequality of the situation, 
carry out confiscation? Will the American companies resist reform? 
It was resistance to reform which brought on confiscation in Mexico. 
Or will a spirit of sharing and compromise develop, preventing vio- 
lence and bitterness? 

It is encouraging to report that the spirit of friendly sharing has 
triumphed. Word from Venezuela states that the people are elated 
as they begin to see, stretching out before them, reforms for their 
benefit that are now economically possible, thanks to the increased 
royalties President Medina has secured from the American oil com- 
panies. Instead of receiving around 11% on the average, Venezuela 
will now get at least 16 2/3% and in some cases better, since firms 
will be permitted to offer more in return for desirable concessions. 
This means an increase of revenue from oil, in the present year, of 
almost $15,000,000. In addition, large sums owing to Venezuela by 
the firms, but protested by them and still unpaid, are to be forth- 
coming under the new agreement, which was secured under mild 
threats of possible expropriation. The funds are expected to make 
possible a number of helpful enterprises for education, etc., for the 
Venezuela masses. 

We can be proud of such American corporations which are seeing 
the trend of a new day in contrast to other interests that are clutch- 
ing to hold their own and gain more where possible in spite of the 
destructive influence of such action. 





